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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

THE BOOTLEGGERS RESURRECT FOR A ONE-NIGHT-ONLY MUSICAL 
REUNION AT AUSTIN’S ICONIC CAROUSEL LOUNGE 

 
Long thought lost forever, The Bootleggers — The Greatest Band You Never Heard Of — reunites from 
beyond the grave for a one-night-only performance of the songs that nearly made them famous. In 
addition, excerpts from the band’s (forthcoming) eponymous tell-all “The Bootleggers: (the real true 
story of) The Greatest Band You Never Heard Of,” will be read aloud by Austin theatre luminaries. 
 
Austin, TX (February 24, 2022) — Since their 
mysterious disappearance in 1974, no one knows 
what really befell The Bootleggers, one of 
Austin’s myriad psychedelic-alt-country-hillbilly-
roots-rock-n-roll bands of the era.  
 
Having never made it to a scheduled El Paso 
nightclub gig, the quarrelsome quartet was lost 
forever in the rugged terrain of West Texas, 
spawning at least one rumor of their presumed 
demise. Was it the reposado tequila? Their diet of 
mood-enhancing drugs? A well-honed terrible 
sense of direction? Or were super-natural powers 
at play? 
 
Now, practically 50 years later, the mystery is 
closer to a solution, when The Bootleggers reunite 
for a one-off live performance at the Carousel 
Lounge on April 9. 
 

 

 
 

Boots + legs. Go, on, do the math… 

Listen to a Bootleggers song:  
https://robbledegook.bandcamp.com/track/dont-mess-around-with-a-girl-from-another-mans-song 
 
In addition to the live music, selections from the band’s (forthcoming) eponymous tell-all, “The 
Bootleggers: (the real true story of) The Greatest Band You Never Heard Of,” penned by local writer, 
director, producer and mischief-maker Robi Polgar, will be read aloud by noted Austin theatre and 
literary luminaries Travis Dean and Katherine Catmull. Brit-Pop locals The Late Joys perform, too. 
 
Come raise a shot glass of reposado for this rare revival of The Bootleggers at the Carousel Lounge, 
Saturday, April 9. (Details/bios below.) 
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ONE NIGHT ONLY!!! 
 
WHO:   The Bootleggers 
 
WHAT: A reunion concert by The Greatest Band You Never Heard Of 
  With special guests The Late Joys 
  And selected excerpts from The Bootleggers’ eponymous tell-all 
 
WHEN: Saturday, April 9, 2022 

Doors open at 9pm 
 
WHERE:  Carousel Lounge 
  1110 E. 52nd Street, Austin, TX 78752 
 
MORE INFO:  Robi Polgar (at the email and/or phone numbers listed in this release). 
 
COVID-19 NOTE: The health of fans, friends, performers and Carousel staff (and all of their families) 
is paramount. If the situation arises where gathering indoors becomes untenable due to the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic, this show may be rescheduled. We’ll let you know (again)! 
 
 
ABOUT THE BOOTLEGGERS 
 
Formed in Austin in the late 1960s the Bootleggers were among the new generation of bands that 
discovered you can mix country and rock and roll to sonically pleasing effect, especially if you bind 
them with tequila and sundry other elixirs and tinctures — recreating that free-flowin’ Laurel Canyon 
vibe in auld Austin. Following a moderately successful period of live appearances in and around the 
Lone Star State, the Bootleggers were putting the finishing touches on an album’s worth of recordings 
when they disappeared in the Davis mountains while on route to a series of gigs Out West. Presumed 
dead for the past 50 years, or just plain forgotten, the band members reunite once more to share their 
unique sound in a hallowed Austin venue as unique as they. As them. As the band. You get it. 
Website (in-progress): http://www.robipolgar.com/bootleggers.html 
 
 
ABOUT ROBI POLGAR 
 
Mr. P has been plying his trade as a writer, director, producer, musician, band leader and impresario in 
our fair city (Austin) for over 30 years. Recent musical projects include Re:Revolver 2020 and Wigan 
Pier Revisited; his most recent theatrical excurions include The Tree Play (an original folk-tale about 
Amazon deforestation) and Risk, or, What Nature Doesn’t Do to Us (a darkly comic climate-vengeance 
drama); and he has published two novels: the soccer murder-mystery Death Is a Laff Riot and an 
homage to Austin and change, Slick’s Adventures in Lightbulb Land. His forthcoming novel, 
coincidentally titled, The Bootleggers (the real true story of) The Greatest Band You Never Heard Of, 
will be released whenever he finishes it. For now, enjoy the excerpts and songs on January 29. 
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ABOUT THE LATE JOYS 
 
With influences that include The Beatles, The Kinks, Elvis Costello and the Attractions, The Jam, The 
Clash and loads of ’80s and ’90s Brit-pop guitar-based groups, the Late Joys put on a high-octane show 
that’s groovy, melodic and infused with fun. The band features Matthew Patterson (drums, vocals), 
Patrick Lopez (bass) and Robi Polgar (guitars, vocals), aided and abetted by sundry special guests, a 
rogue’s gallery of local talents, press-ganged into Mr. P’s current project. 
 
 
ABOUT THE CAROUSEL LOUNGE 
 
The Carousel Lounge is a longstanding monument to the spirit of Austin. Funky, arty, groovy and a 
great place to hear a wide variety of music. Beer, wine and setups. BYOB.  
 
 
LINKS 
 
People 
Robi Polgar: http://www.robipolgar.com/ 
Travis Dean: https://www.behindthevoiceactors.com/Travis-Dean/ 
Katherine Catmull: http://katherinecatmull.com/about/ 
 
Projects/Places 
Re:Revolver2020: http://www.robipolgar.com/music.html#news 
Wigan Pier Revisited: http://robipolgar.com/wigan.html 
The Tree Play: http://www.robipolgar.com/tree-play/about.html 
Risk: https://youtu.be/TX8KRSu76tg 
Death Is a Laff Riot: http://www.robipolgar.com/Laff-Riots/death-is-a-laff-riot.html 
Slick’s Adventures in Lightbulb Land: http://www.robipolgar.com/lightbulb-land/adventures-in-
lightbulb-land.html 
Carousel Lounge: http://www.carousellounge.net/  


